		

PERCEPTION AND REALITY OF AFRICA
The perception of Africa in the west is negative but also subjected to stereotypical analysis and judgment. The ignorance perpetrated take simple facts out of context to create an incomplete understanding of Africa. There are various pictures that portray Africa as an undifferentiated land full of primitive people in need. Consequentially, natives of such area tend to question the modernity, intelligence, and availability and utilization of resources.  The most prominent comprehension of Africa and its inhabitants is one of tragedy. The single-story paradigm depends on portrayal of people in a singular frame repeatedly until that is the only perception that stands. 
Kenya is the technology hub of Africa, just as Silicon Valley is for America. The location is known for invention of technology that facilitates sending money from cell phones, and an application that motivates citizens to participate through giving their account of incident, mostly in crisis. Revolutionary technologies are also used in rural parts of the country for rudimentary functions. 15% of Africa are on the internet with a projected 40 million on Facebook from statistics in December 2011. The internet played crucial part in North Africa’s politics where Social media led protests that changed leadership in Egypt, Tunisia, and Libya. 
Players on the ground in Africa are stepping up to offer education and prospects to citizens instead of waiting for aid from the west. Scholarships and mentorship programs are critical in improving the standards of education and eliminating the circles of poverty. Business prospect in Africa are going against perception by making money for themselves and having significant influence in the community. One such market is the Nigeria’s telecoms market whose growth is second to China. The continent of Africa is currently creating various opportunities which are prompting nationals to return home. Consequentially, the factors contribute to the surge of Africa’s growth. Seven out of ten of the world’s fastest growing economies are in Africa. 
References
Africa Dot Com Official. (2012, October 18). Africa Straight Up – Official Film.  Retrieved March 20, 2020, from YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qKUVfcXB14w

IRON IN PRE-COLONIAL AFRICA
1. What was an example of the social/economic/or political significance of iron in African cultures? Answer with reference to a specific item in the collection. 
The figure 2 shows a ceremonial adze particular to the Central Pende people from the DRC. The shape of the adze has a wooden shaft graced by two delicately sculpted heads; the ‘tongue’ of the upper one is in the form of a beautifully bifurcated iron blade. The item had political significance since they established the owner as an effective leader and also influential in their speech. Therefore, they highlighted the status and authority of the character. 
1. How was iron forged and smithed? What can you reconstruct about the process from watching the video demonstrations and the exhibit discussions? 
The smelters were ingenious in their furnace designs and air feeding tactics to ensure extreme temperatures. There were designs fed by natural draft incorporated with earthen furnaces which brought about a chimney effect which channeled air from bottom to top, and consequentially intensified the interior temperatures. Optionally, the design of leather, wood or clay bellows preheated air while pumping strong blasts into the furnace opening to attain the high temperatures. I can reconstruct the same tactic from the videos. Bloom settled at the furnace bottom at the end of smelting, and further refinement was through repeated heating and hammering into bars. The shaping process required the metal to attain white-hot temperatures which were easy to forge through the compressive forces of the hammer blows. 
1. During the 16th-19th Centuries, many African industries actually expanded. Can you give one example from the exhibit of iron's continued or increased importance in African cultures after the 1600s?
The figure 12 shows two priestesses who stand beside the primary symbol of a deity of the Òrìsà Òkó. The symbol is a large iron staff which is clothed with beaded garments. The figure symbolizes the consequential worship of Òrìsà Òkó whose introduction followed the expansion of the Oyo Empire. The deity’s significance to the Yoruba was his capacity to assure wealth and prosperity through the fertility of their land. The symbol was created when an iron master re-forged hoe blades that were worn out from many continuous years of farming. 
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MONEY AND CURRENCY IN EARLY AFRICA
1. What were some advantages and disadvantages of certain types of money? 
There are some form of currencies that were highly difficult to transport, while other were highly hard to find. Additionally, early forms of money had no fixed rate. Consequentially, such forms of currencies created an instability and confusion in trade. However, currencies also made the trading process easier and smoother (Guyer & Pallaver, 2018). Additionally, the facilitation of trade through currencies in certain areas created stronger relationships within and outside of the communities. 
1. How might long distance trade and local ideas about fashion each have influenced monetary values? 
Long distance trade increased the value of currencies perceived as hard to transport to cover for the cost implications. Additionally, long distance trade also created value for goods in locations where they were scarce irrespective of their abundance in the source of location. Fashion in pre-colonial period was a statement of rank and also identification. Textiles and jewelries were commodities used in barter trade, with various communities having differences in what they perceived as valuable. Therefore, the perception identified made fashion more valuable to certain communities as opposed to others.
1. What did it mean for local economies to have multiple types of money in place? 
The existence of several recognized currencies in a single community improved its perception as wealthy. Such a stature also facilitated the recognition of the community as traders.
1. If you were starting a business in historic Africa, what currency would you choose and why?
The most appropriate form of currency for me in historic Africa would be cattle. The logic I would apply is that various regions adopted their own form of currencies, and there were regions that had multiple currencies (Green, 2016). However, cattle were a form of currency recognized in many regions. Therefore, having cattle as currency could facilitate trade with different regions.
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THE KINGDOM OF ASANTE
The backbone of the Asante Kingdom was slavery and gold. The kingdom was found in the deep tropical forest, centered in the Kumasi region in the 18th and 19th century. History estimates that the kingdom emerged more than 300 years ago. Modern traditions recognize seven tribes that are critical in laying foundation for the empire through communities whom emerged from holes in the ground. The prominent language of the ancestors from the Asante Kingdom is the Akan, still spoken to date, who were hunters and gatherers from as early as 600 years ago. Settlers from the same languages 100 years later sought to clear land in the forest to farm. Slave trade came about to help with the clearance. 
The Akhan mined gold which facilitated the trade for slaves, textiles, copper, and salt. The Trans-Saharan trade allowed for the gold to reach beyond Africa. Gold also encouraged trade with Portuguese merchants who brought guns. Small tools are traditional signs of status, authority, and power for the businessmen and the farmers called Burempong’. The recognition of authority also brought about the status that led to aligning the Akhan people with states. Some of the states received tributes from neighbors as tactics to keep peace in the region, particularly Denkyira which was one of the richest states from mining of gold. However, an alliance of states defeated Denkyira culminating from lack of tolerable relationships in 1701, and their win resulted in the Kingdom of Asante. Osei Tutu led the revolt and consequentially became the kingdom’s first king. His appointment followed the settling of a golden seat on his feet after being summoned by Okomfu Anonche, who later served as the king’s adviser. 
Mythical knowledge stipulates the stool held the spirit of Asante’s people. Succession followed the mother’s line, and expansion of the empire was facilitated by spiritual authority of the stool and European guns. The talking drums facilitated long-distance communication. The people had no standing army but rather the king expected the villages to contribute soldiers. Continuous expansion of the kingdom resulted in more slaves than the kingdom could use and so they resorted to selling them to the British. The expanse of the kingdom presented the challenge of uniting the entire kingdom. One such aspect of communal unity was weaving of textiles, with each having different meanings and messages
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